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The Basque Declaration (2016)

*Adopted by 900 participants at the 8th European 
Conference on Sustainable Cities and Towns, held in the 
Basque Country in April 2016

*Organised by ICLEI, Basque Country, Bizkaia County, City 
of Bilbao and Udalsarea 21

*Partners: CoR, OECD, Eurocities, Energy Cities, ACR+, 
and others
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European challenges: 

- Migration
- Social divides
- Finance and economic problems
- High unemployment
- Depletion of environmental resources

Urgent need for a transformation of our societies, at a 
moment when Europe reveals differences between 
member states rather than shared values…
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…at a moment of elaborate urban sustainability
frameworks….
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This next step was based on a long history:

1994 2004 2016
The Aalborg 

Charter

WHY?

The Aalborg 
Commitments 

WHAT?

The Basque 
Declaration

HOW?
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The Basque Declaration: 

- Pathways for transformation
- Local level as important actors for change 
- Active role and responsibility of civil society 
- 10 overarching objectives 
- support to national governments and EU in reaching 
their goals
- support and accelerate 3 transformations to ensure 
quality of life within the limits of our earth
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a) Socio-cultural transformation

Provide equal access to municipal services and explore 
new ways of service provision.

Nurture social innovation and entrepreneurship, 
collaborative and civic economy and other emerging 
approaches. 

Active involvement of citizens, beyond participatory 
planning into participatory implementation.
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b) Socio-economic transformation

Focus on opportunities for local economy, local value 
chains and local resources. 

Encourage development towards circular economy and 
apply new approaches to financing.

Procure products and services with high environmental 
performance, taking into account the social and 
economic impacts of purchasing decisions.
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c) Technological transformation

Select and apply demand driven technological 
solutions, in the interest of citizens and the public good. 
Public procurement as instrument to influence the 
market. 

Support equal access to information and open data
as a standard to be applied by local governments.
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TRANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS

- Qualitative rather than quantitative

- Involvement of as many actors as needed

- Combine different pathways

- Require “imagination” and “the desire of doing things 
differently”
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TRANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS DATABASE

www.sustainablecities.eu
Transformative Actions 
Database
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Nilufer, Turkey 
Nilüfer's Transformative Action aims to increase civic 

engagement and participatory local democracy through 

Neighbourhood Committees, the Nilüfer Energy Cooperative 

and the Nilüfer Innovation Center.
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The special mention goes to….
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Udaltalde 21 

Udaltalde 21's Transformative Action involves bringing 
together small and medium sized municipalities in the 
Basque Country for sustainable development through 

using a supra-municipal structure.
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Cities, organisations and individuals who support the 
Basque Declaration are encouraged to publicly endorse 
it and – most importantly – use it as a source of 
inspiration, mobilisation and action.

www.sustainablecities.eu

Thank you
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